POLS 393020: Peace Studies
Spring 203
Mon-Wed-Fri: 11:00am-11:50 pm (n-person

Dr. Post Basnet

Office: McGannon #124

Office Hours:Friday 2:00 pm 5:00 pm (or by appointment)
E-mail: post.basnet@slu.edu

Class: Xavier Hall #122

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Welcometo POLS 3930 We assumeahatmostpeoplein the worldwould prefer to live in
peaceand avoidconflict, repression, andar. However the reality is thatvar, repressionand
other forms of violencare all too common features of politics within and betwstateslt is
difficult to find a day in which theres not a war of some sort going on somewhere in the world.
This paradox defines theainpurpose of this coursétow can we end violent confligtbuild
durable peacend live insocialharmony? In this course, & seek to understaride causes of
armedconflict as well aghe conditions and processes that contribute ttetimeination of armed
conflict andthenexplore the ways tbuild durable peacwithin and between nations. This is a
political science course, and we withinly look at the existindjterature on the conflict and
peace processin the fields ofinternational relations and comparative politidswever, the
field of peace studiesce studies


mailto:post.basnet@slu.edu

4) Analyze and synthesize the various approaches that haveidediao end conflictsbuild
durablepeaceanddetermine which solutions work best under various conditions.

GRADING POLICY

Discussion Board PostsStudentswill participate in the discussion of the topics we cover in the

class. | will post a question on Canvas and students are required to resgenguestion. An

acceptable post will respond specifically to the prompt, will be written in at least five full

sentences, and will be respectful. In addition, you must respond to at least one post from one of

your classmates. Your response mustengage RULJLQDO SRVW RQ D VXEVWDQW
DJUHH™ RU 3JRRG SRLQW"~ FRQVLVW RI DW OHDVW WKUHH [IXC
constitute 20% of your final grade. There will be a 5% per day penalty for late work.

Exams: There wil be two exams that will constitu#®% of your final grade. The exams will
have a mixture omultiple-choice and opeendedquestionswhich will measureyour
understanding of the topics covered in this course.

Two short papersThere will be two short papers based on the weekly readioge before and
one after the miderm. The two papers constitute 10% of your final grades.

A policy paper Students will write a policy paper orcanflict of their choosing. You can
chooseany country fromaround thevorld. It should be 80 pages long and double spaced with
a list of references. We will discuss the details infitts¢ week of the class. Please pick a topic
as early as possible and vish KH L Q VW U ¥R tRitdwWaekef kthe serhestdo discuss it

in detail. You need to follow a proper citation format. The paper will constitute 20% of your
final grade. There will be a 5% per day penalty for late work.

Participation: Students are expected to finish the course mgadiefore the class period for

which they are assigned and participate actively in class discussions. | expect you to contribute to
classroom discussions through questions and comments. Your attendance and patrticipation are
vital for the success of thigarse. Attendance and classroom participation will constitute 10%

of your final grade.

Your total grades:

Two Exams:midterm15%, final- 20%
Discussion: 20%

Short Papers: 10%

Policy Paper: 20%

Classroom Participation5%

Your final grades will bassigned that correspond to the following numeric scale:



A 93100 B+ 889 C+ 79 D 600
A- 90-92 B 886 C 786 F below 60
B- 80-82 € 70-72

Citation Format

For the papers in this course, students will follow the American Political Science Association

(APSA) citation style guidelines.

A. How to cite authors in the text:
8VH DXWKRUYfY ODVW QDPH DQG GDWH RI WKH SXEOLFDWLR
necessary. Summarize what these authors say and cite them.

Kalyvas (2006) demonstrates that civil war violence has much less to do with collective
emotions, ideologies, and cultures than currently believed. Instead of being an effective
counterinsurgecy strategy, state repression may solve the collective action problem for the
rebels and fuel a nascent insurgency (Mason and Krane, 1989).

B. Format for Reference list:

1. Book:
Waltz, Kenneth 2001.Man, the state, and war: A theoretical analy§islumbia
University Press.

2. Article or Chapter in an Edited Book or Collection:
'LHKO 3DXO ) 33DWKV WR 3HDFHEXLOGLQJ 7KH 7UDC
In Conflict Prevention and Peadmuilding in PostWar Societies: Sustaining the Peace,
eds. T. David Mason and James Meernik, eds. London: Routledge

3. Journal Article:
Kydd, A. H. andBarnara F.: DO W H U 37KH 6 WU D WritkdnatibWalR1 7HU UR
Security 31 (Summer): 49B0.

4. Newspaper article:
Talev, Margaret. S3(\HV RQ 6 XBVRIAIFPNLVW 5HSUHVVLRQ 1HHC
Sacramento Be® July.

Academic Integrity and Honesty:

Academic integrity is honest, truthful and responsible conduct in all academic endeavors. The
PLVVLRQ RI 6DLQW /RXLV 8QLY Huthe greatdr YlotwokGod anddov tke W R1 W
VHUYLFH RI KXPDQLW\ =~ $FFRUGLQJO\ DOO DFWV RI IDOVHKR
endeavors of teaching, research, health care, and community service via which SLU embodies its
mission. The University stres to prepare students for lives of personal and professional

integrity, and therefore regards all breaches of academic integrity as matters of serious concern.



The governing Universitjevel Academic Integrity Policy was adopted in Spring 2015, and can
EH DFFHVVHG RQ WKH 3URYRVWY{V 2IILFH ZHEVLWH DW KWWS
andcourse/policy _academiategrity 626-2015.pdf.

Additionally, each SLU College, School, and Center has adopted its own academic integrity
policies, availabl®n their respective websites. All SLU students are expected to know and abide
by these policies, which detail definitions of violations, processes for reporting violations,
sanctions, and appeals. Please direct questions about any facet of acadentyctotegir

faculty, the chair of the department of your academic program, or the Dean/Director of the
College, School or Center in which your program is housed.


mailto:anna.kratky@slu.edu
http://www.lighthouse-services.com/slu
https://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexual-assault-resources/index.php

Throughout the COVIEL9 pandemic, key safeguards like face masks have allowed SLU to
safely maintain irperson learning. If publibealth conditions and local, state, and federal
restrictions demand it, the University may require that all members of our campus community
wear face masks indoors.

Therefore, any time a universitylevel face mask requirement is in effect, face masks Wide
required in this class.This expectation will apply to all students and instructors, unless a
medical condition warrants an exemption from the face mask requirement (see below).

When a university-wide face mask requirement is in effectthefollowing will apply:

X Students who attempt to enter a classroom without wearing masks will be asked by the
instructor to put on their masks prior to entry. Students who remove their masks during a
class session will be asked by the instructor to resumengeheir masks.

X Students and instructors may remove their masks briefly to take a sip of water but should
replace masks immediately. The consumption of food will not be permitted.

x Students who do not comply with the expectation that they wear a maskardance
with the Universitywide face mask requirememtay be subject to disciplinary actions
per the rules, regulations, and policies of Saint Louis University, including but not limited
to those outlined in th§tudent HandbooNon-compliance with tts policy may result in
disciplinary action, up to and including any of the following:

o dismissal from the course(s)
o removal from campus housing (if applicable)
o dismissal from the University

x To immediately protect the health and wedling of all studentsnstructors, and staff,
instructors reserve the right to cancel or terminate any class session at which any student
fails to comply with a Universityide face mask requirement.

When a university-wide face mask requirement is not in effe¢tstudents and instructors may
choose to wear a face mask or not, as they prefer for their own individual comfort level.



https://www.slu.edu/human-resources/pdfs/policies/americans-disabilities-act-policy.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php

https://www.slu.edu/lifeat-slu/studenssuccessenter/ to learn more about tutoring services,
university writing services, disalijji services, and academic coaching.

University Writing Services:

Students are encouraged to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student Success
Center; getting feedback benefits writers at all skill levels. Trained writing consultaritelpan

with writing projects, multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services
offers oneon-one consultations that address everything from brainstorming and developing ideas
to crafting strong sentences and documenting sources.dferinfiormation, visit
https://www.slu.edu/lifeat-slu/studensuccessenter/ or call the Student Success Center at 314
977-3484.

Basic Needs Security:

Students in personal or academic distress and/or who may be specifically experiencing
challenges suchsasecuring food or difficulty navigating campus resources, and who believe this
may affect their performance in the course, are encouraged to contact the Dean of Students
Office (deanofstudents@slu.edu or AA-9378) for support. Furthermore, please fiydtie
instructor if you are comfortable in doing so, as this will enable them to assist you with finding
the resources you may need.

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READINGS

Textbook: Mason, T. David and James Meernik, eds. 2@flict Prevention and
Peacebuildingn PostWar Societies: Sustaining the Peacendon: Routledge.

Additional Readings Available on Canvas.

PART |: OVERVIEW OF PEACE AND CONFLICT PATTERNS
1. Peace and Conflict in the Contemporary World

January 17, 19

H ZLOO EULHIO\ WDON DERXW ZKDW 3SHDFH"™ PHDQV DQG ZK\
discuss theatterns of armed conflict in the world since World War Il. Has the world changed a

lot? We can clearly identify three big changes. First, civil wars have replaced interstate wars as

the major form of conflict. Second, the locus of conflict has shifted thee major power system

(Europe, North America, China, Japan) to the poor regions of the world (Asia, Africa, and Latin
America). Third, the number of egoing conflicts in the world went up from 1945 through 1994

and then declined steadily. What ledhe thange in the form, severity, and number of wars?

The decline is largely a function of the international community brokering peace agreements to

end wars around the world. The trend shows how systemic change affects the form and

probability of war withh and between nations.



Required Readings:

-*DOWXQJ - DQG )LVFKHU 33 R JeHahL.GAakLIND Sp@EgerH IDW L Y H
Berlin, Heidelberg.

-*OHGLWVFK 1LOV SHWWHU (ULN OHODQG H-WPattbris®f +HQULN 8U
Armed Conflict Since 1945". Idvhat Do We Know About Civil Wars@s.T. David Mason and

Sara M. Mitchell. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield

-Kalyvas, StathisN., a6 /DLD % DOFHOOV S QWHUQDWLRQDO 6\VWH
5HEHOOLRQ +RZ WKH (QG RI WKH &R Ol AddicéipbliBddlG ,QWHUQL



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCm9Ng0bbEQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYFn_hSF3wQ
http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf
http://db.nelsonmandela.org/speeches/pub_view.asp?pg=item&ItemID=NMS010&txtstr=prepared%20to%20die
http://db.nelsonmandela.org/speeches/pub_view.asp?pg=item&ItemID=NMS010&txtstr=prepared%20to%20die

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyfOrbO0xf4
-Martin Luther King on Gandhi:
https://www.youtube.cofwatch?v=B3I1fe3CTBnQ

DiscussiorBoard1

3. Just War Doctrine
January 30, February 1, 3

While pacifists contend that we should never resort to violence, others argue that there are
PRPHQWY ZKHQ WKH XVH RI YLROHQFH LV MXVWLILHG 3-XVW
which the use of violence is justified in the international systeathd@in discusses the

principles of just war doctrine as well as the extent to which this dogrswg@posed to

FRQVWUDLQ D OHDGHUYYV DELOLW\ WR ZDJH D ZzDU ZKLOH .HJ
case of the USraq war in 2003. They contrgsteventive war with preemptive war and its

implications for just war doctrine. We also look at whether the US attack on Iraqgi soil that killed

an Irani general in 2020 fits Just War criteria.

Required Readirgy

-&DOKRXQ /DXULH 3 MAV DWQ IGP D\ M VB X VKR U Q' Pd&a€eHar®R G H U Q
Change27, 1 (January): 338.
-.HJOH\ -U & 5D\PRQG * $ 33UHYHQWLYH ZDU DQG !

R U GIHternational Studies Perspectiveég4), 385394

-3*URZLQJ GRXEWY RQ OHJDOLW\ RI 86 VWULNH WKDW NLOOHC
https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/06/middleeast/soleirrstrnkelegality-doubtsus-iran

intl/index.html

Multimedia:
3:KDW LV -XVW :DU""
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcvX2gfdHkA

Suggested Reading:
Lazar, S. 2017. Just war theory: revisionists vs traditionafstsual Revier of Political
Science20.

PART Il : CONFLICT BETWEEN AND WITHIN STATES
4. Theories of Interstate War: Conflict Between Nations
Februaryb, 8 (Felyuary 10, Wellness Day, No Class)

We will explore the existing theories of interstate war. Theories help us make sense of the world
around us. We will look at the occurrences of war through the lef@ralysis framework that
organizes the theories of interstate conflict mainly intoetlg@ups. These three levels are

system level (characteristics of the system, e.g. bipolar, multipolar, unipolar world orders), state

8



level (characteristics of states, e.g. peace between democracies) and individual level
(characteristics of leaders).

Reqgured Reading:
-Levy, J S and WR Thompson. 20Tauses of warJohn Wiley & Sons. (PP-22 only)
- Oneal, John R., Bruce Russett, and Michael L. Berbaum 3& DXVHV RI SHDFH 'HPR

interdependence, and international organizati@85+ ‘International Studies
Quarterly, 47(3), 371393.
-Kim, WoosangDQG 6FRWW *DWHYV S3RZHU WUDQVLWLRQ WKHRI

& K L Qriterhational Area Studies Revigh8(3), 219226.
-The Roots of the Ukraine War: How the Crisis Developed
https://www.nytimes.com/article/russikrainenatc-europe.htmi

Suggested Readisg

Mack, Andrew, ed. 2013 Human Security Repott 2013 (Chapter 1 in Part I)
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HSRP_Report 2013 140226 _Web.pdf
Reiter, D. (2017). Is Democracy a Cause of Peac&xlord Research Encyclopedia of Politics

Discussion Bard-



research41(3), 33%#356.
-Mason, TDandKrane, DA. (1989). The political economy of death squads: Toward a theory of
the impact of statganctioned terrointernational Studies Quarter)83(2), 175198.

*SHORT PAPER DUE, FEBRUARY 21*

6. Terrorism and Ethnic/Religious Conflict
February20, 22, 24

Ethnic conflict has become common in those parts of the world governed by colonial powers in

10



PART I11: CONFLICT MANAGEMENT AND PEACE AFTER CONFLICT
7.How Wars End
February 27March 1, 3

Civil war has become the dominant form of war after World War Il and affected the countries in

the global south. Howeverne promising trend in the pesbld war erdhas been the frequency

with which civil wars have beesettledthrough mediation and negotiated settlements. In this
VHFWLRQ ZH ZLOO H[SORUH WKH FRQGLWLRQV WKDW PDNH ZL
third parties can take tesolve coriffct :H ZLOO FRQWUDVW WKLV UHVHDUFK Z
D FKDQFH™ WKHVLV

Required Readings:
-IXWWZDN (GZDUG 1 3¥1Ferignfthi® & KDQFH

11



Required Readings:

-Hartzell, Caroline. 200636 WUXFWXULQJ WKH 3HDFH 1HJRWLDWHG 6HWYV
Conflict Management Institutionsin Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding in Pagar

Societies: Sustaining the Peddason, eds. T. David and James Meernik, eds. 20ff&lon:

Routledge

-Lake, D. A., &D. Rothchild. 1996.Containing fear: The origins and management of ethnic

conflict. " International security21(2), 41-75.

-%HUFRYLWFK -DFRE DQG .DUO '"HURXHQ -U S0DQDJLQJ (
"HWHUPLQDQWYV RI 6 XFFHVVIXO OHGLDWI6RQ ~ &LYLO :DUV

Suggested Reading:
Joshi, M. 2010. Postivil war democratization: Promotion of democracy in paosil war states,
19462005.Democratizationl7(5), 826855.

Discussion Boardl

10. Peacekeeping and Postonflict Peacebuilding
March 27 29, 31

Ending civil wars is an important step in resolving the conflict. We may also need successful
peacebuilding efforts to resolve the issues. In this section, we will explore the stepe that t
international community can take to build a sustainable peace in the aftermath of war.

Required Readings:

-'LHKO 3DXO ) 33DWKV WR 3HDFHEXLOGLQJ."7KH 7UDQVIR
In Conflict Prevention and Peacebuilding in P&¥ar Sociées: Sustaining the Peadéason,

eds. T. David and James Meernik, eds. 2006. London: Routledge

-0OXOOHQEDFK ODUN 3 5-THOFRSQcete ) XHirtVRa@yIPéadéhuildify in

Intrastate Disputesin Conflict Prevention an®eacebuilding in PosiVar Societies: Sustaining

the Peacévlason, eds. T. David and James Meernik, eds. 2006. London: Routledge

-3DULV 5RODQG SBHDFHEXLOGLQJ DQG .WhkekhatibrdL WV R /L
Security 22(2): 5489.

Suggested Reading:

-Prorok, A. K. 2017.3The (in) compatibility of peace and justice? The International Criminal
Court and civil conflict terminatiori.International organization71(2), 213243.

11. State Repression andHuman Rights
April 3, 5 (April 7, Easter Break)

We will explore some human rights issues in this section. Enforcing basic human rights may
address some of the underlying causes of conflict, ensure a sense of security to thet piskple

12



of state persecuticand help people live in peace. Respect for human rights is important for both
conflict prevention and conflict resolution.

Required Readings:

-Donnelly, Jack. 19933nternational Human Right§Boulder, CO: Westview Preggh. 1)

-Universal Declaratin of Human Rights

-DeMeritt, J. H. 2012.3nternational organizations and government killing: does naming and
shaming save livesnternational Interactions38(5), 597%621.

-3RZHU 6DPDQWKD 3%\VWDQGHUV WR *HQRF&amdah :K\ WK
7UDJHG)\ + DHie atthtic’Monthly288(2): 84116.

Suggested Readings:
-Sikkink, Kathryn, and Ellen Lut2017.37KH MXVWLFH FDVFDGH WKH HYROXWI
KXPDQ ULJKWYV WU L D Gteérnat@nablanaQd $ecketRbf@dge, 2017. 319

13



PART IV: CHALLENGES TO PEACE
13.New Challenges to Democracy
April 17,19, 21

In this section, we will examine some of the new challenges to democracy and peace in the
contemporary world. The world keeps changing and we need to adapt to these changes or tackle
them. Some of the challenges include disruptions caused by globalizatiomological

advances and economic changes.

Required Readings:

-Galston, W. A. 20183The populist challenge to liberal democracjournal of
Democracy29(2), 519.

-Fukuyama, F. 2020330 Years of World Politics: What Has Changéd@urnal of
Democracy31(1), 1121.

-Putnam, Robert. 2007. E Pluribus Unum: Diversity and Community in the Tu#nsty
Century.Scandinavian Political Studie80.2.

Multimedia:

Protestors storm Brazilian capital
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImMXbRet1r4
Far right online: the rise of extremist gamers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsUyhbnaQNQ

Suggested Readisg

-)XNX\DPD 5LFKPDQ DQG *RHO 3+RZ WR 6DYH "HPRFUDF\ |
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/unitsthtes/2024 1-24/fukuyamahow-save

democracytechnology

-Bermeo, N. (2016). On democratic backslididgurnal of Democracy27(1), 519.

Discussion Board

*SHORT PAPER2 DUE, APRIL 23*

14.Nonviolent Social Movement: Can Citizens Avoid Conflict?
April 24, 26, 28

In this section, we will examine thiele of grassroots social movements in constraining national
leaders from being engaged in violence. We will explore the conditions that favor the success of
nonviolent movements in sociopolitical transformation. We will also study some political
movemens including the "color” revolutions of Eastern Europe and the Arab Spring.

14



Required Readings:

-&KHQRZHWK (ULFD DQG ODULD - 6WHSKDQ 3'URS <RXU
5HVLVWD Q Fbreidgr Bfavs vol. 93, no. 4, pp. 94.06

-*ROGVWRQH -DFN-&ODVV &RIRVIMWLRQVY DQG WKH ODNLQJ RI W
Swiss Political Science Revidwi(4):457462.

-Bunce, Valerie, and Sharon L. Wolchik. 2006."Favorable conditions and electoral revolutions."
Journal of democrac$7 (4): 518

Multimedia
The success of nonviolent civil resistance: Erica Chenoweth at TEDxBoulder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJSehRIU34w

15. Student Presentations

May 1,3,5

Presentation EMay 1
Presentation 2:May 3
Presentation 3tMay 5

*POLICY PAPER DUE, MAY 7

16. Exam#2 & Review
Exam Review: May 8

*FINAL EXAM ON MAY 15, 89:50
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