POLS4930/5930
Special Topics: Democratic Erosion
McGannon Halll22 (Please meet inonference room)
R 4:157pm
Spring 209

Instructor: Dr. Eric Royer

E-mail: eric.royer@slu.edu

Phone: 314.977.3243 (please leave a VM if | do not answer)
Office: McGannon Hall 138

Office Hours:3:30-5:30pm MW, other times by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The 2016 presidential electioapresents watershed moment in Americgolitical history; a real

estate tycoon with no prionilitary or politicalexperience assumed the highest mantle in American
society-- the American presidency. Almost immediately, political commentators wondered whether
PresidenDonald Trump would respect the norms of difiice, abide byconstitutional restraints
placedon pesidential powex and divorce himself from key conflicts of interest arising from his
sprawling real estate empitdore importantly, some scholars and commentators wondered whether
Trumprepresented and continues to represemixagtental threat to Amacan democracy due to
perceived autocratiendencies.

Since 2016¢ther Western democrasibavealsoexperiencediramaticshifts in their political stenti



This course is not intended as a partisan critique of any particular politician, political party, or popular
movemenmin the US or elsewhere. Instedids designed to provide an opportunity f@u to engage,
critically and careflly, with the claims you have doubtlessly already heard about the state of
democracy domestically and abroad; to evaluate whether those claims are valid; and, if they are, to
consider strategies for mitigating the risk of democratic erosion here and.dReaatihgs will

address both empirical and normative questions, and will be gleaned from a combination of academic
and media sources.

On a side notehts course



subsequent missed classes will be reflected in your participation scamet Expect to do well in the
course if you do not regularly attend.

Contributions to CrosEniversity Blog(Posts & Comments)l points)

Over the course of the semester you are required totwotblogpostq3.5 pointseach for a cross
university blog, accessibleere(democratieerosion.com/blogs). You will need to create an account
for this crosauniversity blog. | encourage you to write down your username and password, since
retrieving one or both is accompanied by lag peniitls the websiteThere are instructions for
posting your blogs on the website and the document posted on BlackPleask pay attention to the
formatting requirements for the blog posts

For each pst, you nee@dnalyze some recent or current event (a) in the US aril fbur assigned

case studysee beloythrough the lens of materials we have read and discussed in class. Posts should
be short- between 800 and 1,200 wordsnd you have free g for deciding what current event

you wish to frame or structug®ur blogposts around.

1. Blog Post on the USAnalyze a recent or current evémthe USthrough the lens of materials we
have read and discussed in class; deadline: February 21, 2019.



Country Case Stud&ssignmen{20 points)

The major research component of the course is@a@)® country case studgsessing the state of
democracy in a@pecific countrydueon April 25, 2019 (graduate students enrolled in the course are



GRADING
Your overall grade for the course is comprised of the following:

Cross






Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty

The University is a community of learning, whose effectiveness requires an environment of mutual
trust and integrity. Academic integrity is violated any dishonesty such as soliciting, receiving, or
providing any unauthorized assistance in the completion of work submitted toward academic credit.
While not all forms of academic dishonesty can be listed here, examples include copying from another
student, copying from a book or class notes during a closed book exam, submitting materials
DXWKRUL]J]HG E\ RU UHYLVHG E\ DQRWKHU SHUVRQ DV WKH VWXGHQ\
directly from a published source without appropriately citing or recognthat source, taking a test

or doing an assignment or other academic work for another student, securing or supplying in advance
a copy of an examination of quiz without the knowledge or consent of the instructor, sharing or
receiving the questions froem online quiz with another student, taking arlore quiz with the help

of another student, and colluding with another student or students to engage in academic dishonesty.

All clear violations of academic integrity will be met with appropriate sanstitm this course,

academic dishonesty on an assignment will result suaomatic grade of 0 for that assignment a
report of academic dishonesty sent to the Academic Honesty Committee of the College of Arts and
Sciences. In the case of Class B wiolas, the Academic Honesty Committee may impose a large
sanction including, but not limited to, assigning a failing grade in the course, disciplinary probation,
suspension, and dismissal from the University.

Students should refer to the following SLU website for more information about Class A and B
violations and the procedures following a report of academic dishonesty:
http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml

Title IX

Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an

environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If you have encountered any form of

sexual misconduct (e.g., sexual assault, sexual harasstadiing, domestic or dating violence), we

encourage you to report this to the University. If you speak with a faculty member about an incident of
PLVFRQGXFW WKDW IDFXOW\ PHPEHU PXVW QRWLI\ 6/8V 7LWOH ,;
Hall, Room %; akratky@slu.edu314.977.3886) and share the basic fact of your experience with her.

The Title IX coordinator will then be available to assist you in understanding all of your options and

in connecting you will alpossible resources on and off campus.

If you wish to speak with a confidential source, you may contact the counselors at the University
Counseling Center at 30¥7-7%$/. 7R YLHZ 6/89V VH[XDO PLVFRQGXFW SROLF\ D
please visiting the fadiwing web addressrttps://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexasisault

resources.php

Student Leaning & Student Success Center

In recognition that people learn in a variety ofywand that learning is influenced by multiple factors
(e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student success are
available on campus. The Student Success Center;stamehop, which assists students with

acadenic and career related services, is located in the Busch Student Center (Suite, 331) and the
School of Nursing (Suite, 114). Students who think they might benefit from these resources can find
out more about:

x Courselevel support (e.g., faculty member padetment resources, etc.) by asking your course
instructor.



X University



understand what is theorized to condition demogiend democratic consolidatiaamderstand the
distinction between liberaand illiberal democracy;nderstand how the design of democratic
institutions can affect inclusion in, and the equity of, democratic rule.

Read:6 FKXPSHWHU 3&DSLWDOLVP GBOFLDSVMNWW B8RP HHERFIUDF\SHT XLV
'"HPRFUDF\ (FRQRPLF '"HYHORSPHQ\BbP QG @R OIRL\PLE KH JEMMLWDFLSTC
DQG 2SSRBOLWIIRRRQG 37KLQNLQJ $E R XBN); AcdndgG& RbhinséhH V *
3(FRQRPLF 2ULJLQV RI 'LFWD B UVBNS WDLMDG\VHIRRFODEEHUDO 'HPRFU
(Bb)

Week Three (1/31): Definitions & Theories of Democratic Erosion

Learning objectivedDefine democratic erosion and distinguish it from other ways that countries can
transition into authoritarianismeview the symptomsbservable implications, and causes of
democratic erosion; dgin our discussion on the possibility of democratic erosion in the US (what
might cause this, what would this mean, and the implications).

Read:/LQ] $OIUHG 37KH %UHDNGRPO(ER), /KPRFUDWIGQ5HWI 38QZHOFRP}
&KDQJH 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ (YDOXDWLQJ DQG ([WE@BRGLQJ 7TKHRULHYV



3DWKZD\ WR $XWRFUDF\’
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Week Eight (3/7): Midterm Exam & Country Cases
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Week Thirteen (4/18 Fighting the Erosion of Democracy (Resistance)

Learning objectivedDescribe what resistance to undmmatic institutions looks likeghrn to identify
and articulate aariety of resistance strategiesnsider the conditions under which different
strategies are more likely to be used, and more likebe successful.

Read:* LQVEXUJ DQG +XT 3HPRFUDF\TV 1HDU OLVVHV" %E *DPERD 3
6WUDWHJILHYV DIJDLQVW WKH (URVLRQ RI '"HPRKHDR ZIHWE&R OFRPREIOHD C
Are in the Streets Protesting Donald Trump. BHHQ 'RHV 3URWHV W (BH;Wtephad O\ :RUN""
DQG &KHQRZHWK 3:K\ &LYLO 5HVLVWDQFH :RUNV 7Bdtf 6WUDWHJILF /
*HUNHQ 3:HTUH DERXW WR 6HH 6WDWHVY 5BKKIEMeB&#tdG '"HIHQVLYHO
3HFK 33RODWRTHWODLG RI ,QGHSHQGHQW -XGJHV KDV -XVW +LW D 5
)DKP\ 3*DWHNHHHSLQJ DQG &LWL]JHQ -RXUQDOLVP" %E

DocumentaryBringing Down a Dictator

Week Fourteen (4/25CountryCase Study Presentations

Theme:Student presentations discussion on unifying themes/links across cases.

Case study papers due by 4:15pm

Week Fifteen (5/2)Conclusion: What Now?

Learning objectivesReviewthe symptoms, observable implications and causes of democratic
erosion review our cases/data on democratic erogionglude our discussion on the possibility of
democratic backsliding in the US.

Readings/HYLVWN\ =LEODWW 2+RZ 'H P(BSJ;UBIDA HIO\G H\H " 2&@@D)W 1RZ"’
Hughes,What Now? (Bb); Levistk\ =LEODWW 3,V 'RQDOG 7UXPS D 7KUHDW WR
5LGGHO-GUXRBW/IHIW D 7KUHDW WR (B0 HUR ODRQ HPELE WRMAWKY Rl 7UXP
7KH *RRG WKH %DG DQG WKH 8JO\" %E

Final Exam -- Thursday, May 9, 2019 4-5:50pm
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