Revised8/22/2022

POLS 5020 Research Mehods

Fall 202 +Tuesday<h15-7:00 pm

Professor Matthew Nanes
matthew.nanes@slu.edu

Office Hours:Wednesday 1-12 and by appointment

Course Description and Introduction

This course presents the fundamental tools that social science researchers use to ask and answer
guestioms about the world. Whilne classs geared towards Political Science MA students,
early-stage graduate students in any social science discipline should find it useful and are
welcome to enroll. | also welcome undergraduate students who want to dig a bit deeper into the
basic toolkit of scial science research and are up for a small challenge (really, just a small one!).
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<RX VKRXOG IDPLOLDUL]H \RXUVHOI ZLWK WKH XQLYHUVLW\T{\
found herehttp://www.slu.edu/artandscience/studentresources/academimnesty.php

Students with Disabilities

Students who wish to request academic accommodations are encouraged to contact Disability
Services to discuss accommodation requests and eligibility requirekatse visit the Offie

of Disability Services website (http://www.slu.edudeslu/studensuccessenter/disability

services) for detailf?lease alsoantact me as soon as possible if you wish to discuss any of
these options.

Books
The tworequired books for this class are:
x Ethan Bueno de Mesquita and Anthony Fowléiinking Clearly With Data
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0 READING
= BDM and Fowler, ch. 4 (all)
= Lyall 2021, p.2635
= 3DSH O%VLLV RI &DSLWRO 5LRWHUV’
= |Imaiand Bougher, p.223 (merges), 224 (packages), 324 (operators
and conditions)
= https://stats.oarc.ucla.edu/stata/modules/collapsing
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= https://www.coursera.org/lecture/lineaagressiorbusiness
statistics/transformatienf-variablesin-a-regressiofimprovinglinearity-
FOYXk
0 Inclass:
= Interactions between variables
= Plotting interactions
= Torturing your data (transformations)
o HOMEWORK:
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Additionally, each SU College, School, and Center has its own academic integrity policies, available on their
respective websites.
Disability Accommodations
Students with a documented disability who wish to request academic accommodations must formally register their

disability with the University. Once successfully registered, students also must notify their course instructor that
they wish to use their appr
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X Students and instructors may remove their masks briefly to take a sip of water but should replace masks
immediately. The consumption of food will not be permitted.

X Students whoa not comply with the expectation that they wear a mask in accordance with the University
wide face mask requirememtay be subject to disciplinary actions per the rules, regulations, and policies of
Saint Louis University, including but not limited to #@outlined in th&tudent Handbook. Non
compliance with this policy may result in disciplinary action, up to and including any of the following:

0 dismissal from the course(s)
o removal from campus housing (if applicable)
0 dismissal from the University

x To immdiately protect the health and wélking of all students, instructors, and staff, instructors reserve
the right to cancel or terminate any class session at which any student fails to comply with a University
wide face mask requirement.

When a Universit-wide face mask requirement is not in effsttidents and instructors may choose to wear a face
mask or not, as they prefer for their own individual comfort level.

ADA Accommodations for Face Mask Requirements

Saint Louis University is committed to nmaé&ining an inclusive and accessible environmiemtividuals who are

unable to wear a face mask due to medical reasons should contact the Office of D&aviltgs (students) or
Human5HVRXUFHY LQVWUXFWRUV WR LQLWLDWH WKH DEBARPPRGDWLRQ SUI
Policy. Inquiries or concerns may also be directechiQffice of Institutional Equity and DiversityNotification to

instructors of SLUapproved ADA accommodations should be made in writing prior to the firstsgasion in any

term (or as soon thereafter as possible).

Attendance

The healthandwelEHLQJ R1 6/8V VW XG Hpare ritisaVédnternd @cgondingly e following
University policy statements on-jerson class attendance are designed to preserve and advance the collective
health and welbeing of our institutional constituencies.

1. Students who exhibit argotential COVID symptom@hose that cannot be attributed to some other
medical condition the students are known to have, such as allergies, asthma, etc.) shafieabselviess from any
in-person class attendance oip@rson participation in any classlated activity until they have been evaluated by a
qualified medical official. Students should contactltmversity Student Health Centfar immediate assistance.

2. Students who exhibit anyotential COVID symptom@hose that cannot be attributed to some other

medical condition the students are known to have, such as allergies, asthmat ethg feel well enough to a)

attend the course synchronously in an online class session or b) participate in asynchronous online class activities,
are expected to do so. Those who do not feel well enough to do so should absent themselves accordingly.

3. Students (whether exhibiting any of potential COVID symptoms or not, and regardless of how they feel)
who are under either an isolation or quarantine directive issued by a qualified health official must absent themselves
from all in-person course actiyi per the stipulations of the isolation or quarantine directive. They are expected to
participate in synchronous or asynchronous online class activities as they feel able to do so, or absent themselves
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5. As a temporary amendment to the curfigniversity Attendance Poligyall absences due to illness or an
LVRODWLRQ TXDUDQWLQH GLUHFWLYH LVVXHG E\ D TXDOLILHG KHDOWK R
(effective August 2020 through May 2021).

20212022 Mandatory Syllabus Statement on IfPerson Class Attendance and Participation

The healthandwelEHLQJ RI 6/8V VWXGHQWYV VWDII DQG IDFXOW\ DUH FULWLFD
environments. Accordinglyhe following University policy statements onperson class attendance are designed

to preserve and advance the collective health andbeelg of our institutional constituencies and to create the

conditions in which all students have the opportunitieéon and successfully complete their courses.

1. Students who exhibit argotential COVID19 symptomgthose that cannot be attributed to some other
medical conditiorthe students are known to have, such as allergies, asthma, etc.) shall absent themselves
from any inperson class attendance ofpierson participation in any classlated activity until they have
been evaluated by a qualified medical official. Studshtild contact theniversity Student Health
Centerfor immediate assistance.

2. Students (whether exhibiting any of potential COVID symptoms or not, and regardless of how they feel)
who are under either an isolation or quarantine directive issued by a qualified health official must absent
themselves from all iperson course actiues per the stipulations of the isolation or quarantine directive.



